COLLAPSE OF LEAGUE OF NATIONS
while Manchukuo granted a monopoly to Salva-
dorian coffee. But as the Salvadorians drink no
tea and the Manchukuans no coffee, the import-
ance of this treaty may be overrated! For the rest
of the League nations non-recognition of Man-
churia only meant loss of European extraterri-
toriality and the closing of the "Open Door" to
European trade.
The proceedings of the Disarmament Confer-
ence were a typical League of Nations farce. It
had to be produced because disarmament, or at
least an appreciable reduction of armaments, had
been promised to an overburdened world by the
victors in the Peace Treaties, and as a sort of
moral justification for disarming the vanquished.
But for over thirteen years nothing had happened,
except that the victors continued to pile up arma-
ments. Finally, when Germany was growing
more and more restive at this plain breach of the
sacrosanct Treaty of Versailles, a Disarmament
Conference was called in the beginning of 1932.
But when the proposals of the various Powers
were examined, it was found that each of them
had proposed to abolish the weapons which it
in